Piergiorgio Welby, an Italian poet and artist, suffered from advanced
muscular dystrophy and was confined to a bed, attached to a
respirator. He was lucid and spoke via a computer that interpreted

his eye movements. He petitioned the Italian government to let him
commit medically assisted suicide and “find peace for my tortured
and shattered body.” The government finally granted his wish, but the
church denied him a Catholic burial.
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